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Introduction

From a 13th century fishing village to an international cosmopolitan hub for 
creativity and ideas, Amsterdam has a culture of free thinking, tolerance and 
liberal values. Beautifully preserved, the city welcomes contemporary cultural 
gatherings like the Amsterdam Dance Event – the world’s largest electronic 
music showcase – alongside its internationally recognised heritage venues 
(including the Rijksmuseum and the Royal Concertgebouw) and sites, 
including the UNESCO World Heritage 17th century Canal Ring.

Wind and water have shaped the city and these natural resources – so 
abundant in Holland – continue to inspire big solutions and ideas. The Dutch 
landscape is dotted with traditional wood and brick windmills, contemporary 
steel turbines and state of the art floating buildings that are protected 
against flooding. Canals are still primary transport routes and the ubiquitous 
culture of cycling is a victory of urban planning, government spending and 
citizen engagement.

Environmental Ambition

Amsterdam’s commitment to combining innovation and preservation has 
created a perfect context for civic leadership on environmental sustainability. 
The city’s ambition is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 55% by 
2030 (compared to 1990 levels)4 and its energy and environmental strategy 
commits to a 20% increase in renewable energy production (per person, 
between 2013 and 2020). It has already provided substantial investment in 
efficiency, low-carbon energy and circular economy projects through the 
Climate & Energy Fund and Sustainability Fund5, including specific funding 
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1World Cities Culture Forum. http://www.worldcitiescultureforum.com/cities/amsterdam
2C40. https://www.c40.org/cities/amsterdam
3Siemens. https://www.siemens.com/entry/cc/features/greencityindex_international/all/en/pdf/amsterdam.pdf
4Eurocities. http://www.eurocities.eu/eurocities/news/Amsterdam-commits-to-55-CO2-emissions-reduction-by-
2030-at-the-ChangeNOW-Summit-WSPO-B57GNT
5C40. https://www.c40.org/case_studies/c40-good-practice-guides-amsterdam-sustainability-fund-and-amsterdam-
climate-energy-fund

Culture Fact
In the sixth Plan for the Arts (2017-2020), funding available 
for arts and culture has been increased by over 9% to 90 
million euros per year, with 6 million euros allocated to fund 
innovation, experimentation and talent development1.

Climate Fact
In 2015, the City of Amsterdam produced over 4 million tonnes 
of greenhouse gas emissions2. Amsterdam is ranked fifth 
overall in the European Green City Index with a score of 83.03 
out of 100. The city ranks highest out of all cities in water, 
waste and land use3.
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for cultural buildings. This investment, alongside new policy for 
sustainable city events, is positioning Amsterdam’s arts and cultural 
communities as leaders on environmental action.

1. Creative Programmes & Campaigns

Creative content and activities that engage audiences on themes 
of climate and the environment

• Zone2Source provides an opportunity for artists to work at
the intersection of art, nature and technology and produce work 
inside and outside Amstelpark’s glass pavilions. Through 
exhibitions, workshops, debates and performances, artists and 
audiences explore alternative engagements with the world, 
encouraging a radical shift in humanity’s relationship with nature 
and technology.

• De Ceuvel  is a city playground for innovation, experimentation 
and creativity where the aim is to make sustainability tangible, 
accessible and fun. De Ceuvel is the result of a group of 
architects who won a bid to create a “regenerative urban oasis” 
in the old shipyard in the north of Amsterdam. The area now 
functions as an educational hub, a workspace for organisations 
motivated by sustainability, as well as a showcase for low-carbon 
technologies and circular economy approaches.

Creative & Climate Action 
in Amsterdam

2. Resources & Support

Investment, training and materials that support  environmental 
knowledge and practical action 

• In order to support interdepartmental initiatives between 
environment and culture, the municipality hired a Project Manager 
to work with both departments to deliver the sustainable cultural 
venue agenda, which includes free energy advice, green finance 
opportunities and good practice case studies. The Project 
Manager has been delivering an environmental training and 
support programme to Amsterdam’s cultural venues.

• The Department for Arts and Culture provides a grant programme 
of €500,000 for low-carbon energy and efficiency interventions for 
cultural venues (e.g. building fabric improvements, solar panels, 
double glazing).

• The Department for Arts and Culture provides a dedicated 
website with sustainability support for arts and cultural buildings 
in Amsterdam.The website includes topics like: sustainability and 
cultural monuments, applying for electric vehicle charging points, 
investing in solar panels, and examples of best practice from the 
sector. The website also communicates free services (e.g. energy 
audits) and finance opportunities for “greening” cultural practice, 
such as subsidies for maintenance, green roofs and facades.
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• BREEAM-NL was undertaken at eight museums in
Amsterdam to determine their environmental performance,
assessing activity across nine different sustainability criteria:
management, health, energy, transport, water, materials,
waste, land use and ecology, and pollution. The Rijksmuseum
was the first to receive an “Excellent” rated BREAAM-NL
certificate and the Concertgebouw is the first concert hall in
Europe with a BREEAM certificate.

3. Partnerships & Innovation

Diverse disciplines and communities sharing and co-developing 
ideas and resources that accelerate environmental action

• The Department for Arts and Culture has been working
closely with the Environmental Department on a project to
deliver environmental improvements to the city’s cultural
infrastructure as part of the municipality’s target to achieve
a 20% reduction in energy use per capita by 2020 and
align itself to the Paris Agreement. All cultural institutions in
Amsterdam are offered a free “energy scan”, including advice
and recommendations on efficiency improvements, solar
energy, and financing options.

• Twenty cultural venues have undertaken a comprehensive
environmental audit focused on reducing energy and
improving management of water, waste and catering.
This was followed by a training programme to support the
implementation of the audit’s recommendations. The data
collected has been used to inform city-specific benchmarks
for environmental performance.

4. Policy & Strategy

Guiding policy and strategy frameworks that drive climate and 
environmental action, investment and accountability 

• The City of Amsterdam’s environmental policy includes 
arts and culture, focusing on cultural venues as sites of 
environmental improvement.

• The City of Amsterdam has produced a pioneering 
sustainable events policy for festivals. By 2020, all large 
events (more than 2,000 visitors) will have to be 
compliant with certain criteria covering energy, water, 
waste and mobility in order to qualify for an event permit. 
The sustainability criteria will be phased in between 2018 
and 2020 – each year becoming more stringent and 
requiring greater environmental improvement.
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Highlights
1

Creative Programmes &
Campaigns
De Ceuvel is a city playground for innovation, 
experimentation and creativity where sustainability 
is tangible, accessible and fun. It showcases low-
carbon technologies and circular economy approaches 
and includes an educational hub and workspace for 
environmental organisations. 

2 Resources & Support

The Department of Arts and Culture provides a grant 
programme of 500,000 Euros for low-carbon energy and 
efficiency interventions for cultural venues (e.g. building 
fabric improvements, solar panels, double glazing). 

3 Partnerships & Innovation

The Department for Arts and Culture has been 
working with the environmental department to deliver 
environmental improvements to the city’s cultural 
infrastrcuture. All cultural institutions in Amsterdam 
are offered a free “energy scan”, including advice and 
reccomendations.

4 Policy & Strategy

A pioneering policy for city festivals aims to make 
all large events compliant with energy, water, waste 
and mobility requirements. The criteria will be phased 
in between 2018 and 2020 — each year becoming 
more stringent and requiring greater environmental 
improvement. 
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Spotlight
SHARING PRACTICE 

THROUGH SHORT FILMS

The Department for Arts and Culture has 
commissioned the production of two public-
facing videos to demonstrate how “greening” 
Amsterdam’s cultural assets is positively 
engaging with audiences and raising awareness 
of environmental sustainability. The videos 
case-study particular venues and showcase 
environmental interventions such as replacing 
old lights with energy-efficient LED technology, 
beehives, and the 300 solar panels installed on the 
roof of De Meervaart theatre.

What Next?
6A number of opportunities have been identified:

1. Share good practice 
 Research creative and cultural initiatives across the city which engage with 

environmental themes and practices, making them publicly available through an online 
resource. This will encourage new collaborations and good practice exchange and help 
build environmental knowledge, awareness and inspiration within the sector. 

2. Collaborate 
 Organise a regular meeting – or working group – to support ongoing collaboration 

between cultural and environmental departments and implementation of city strategy. 
Meeting topics could include: environmental management advice for cultural buildings 
and events; public art commissions and artist advocacy; and citizen outreach and 
engagement activities. Connecting with local creative and environmental businesses, 
academics, community leaders and other city stakeholders could produce new 
knowledge, partnerships and resource. 

3. Connect environmental and cultural strategy 
 Connect cultural and environmental policy and strategy so that they are aligned and 

mutually-reinforcing; this will support a resilient and efficient cultural infrastructure 
which can publicly champion climate and environmental action. For example, 
ensure environmental sustainability is embedded within Amsterdam’s 2021 Cultural 
Policy, including both environmental performance improvement as well as creative 
programming and innovation.

4. Collect & communicate data 
 Develop surveys for cultural organisations to collect attitudinal insights on 

environmental issues such as food, biodiversity and environmental justice – this survey 
could be repeated periodically to understand changes in opinions. In addition, calculate 
the return on investment of energy-efficiency projects to evidence the cost and carbon 
saved. 

5. Embed environmental sustainability in programming and outreach  
 Build on cultural venues’ excellent progress in environmental impact reduction 

by encouraging them to include environmental sustainability within their creative 
programmes, learning and engagement activities.



With special thanks to:

Mareile Zuber, Project Manager for sustainable 
cultural venues at the City of Amsterdam


